
The giving of the Spirit to 

the new people of God 
crowns the mighty acts of 

the Father in s 
alvation history. 

 
The Jewish feast of  

Pentecost called all devout 

Jews to  
Jerusalem to celebrate their 

birth as God’s chosen  

people, in the covenant Law 
given to Moses at Sinai. 
The Acts of the Apostles 

show us how the mysteries  
prefigured in that feast are fulfilled in the pouring out of 
the Spirit on Mary and the Apostles.  The Spirit seals the 

new law and new covenant brought by Jesus,  
written not on stone tablets but on the hearts of  

believers, as the prophets promised. 

 
The Spirit is revealed as the life-giving breath of the  

Father, the Wisdom by which He made all things,  

as we sing in the Pentecost Psalm.  
In the beginning, the Spirit came as a “mighty wind” 

sweeping over the face of the earth.  

And in the new creation of Pentecost, the Spirit again 
comes as “a strong, driving wind” to renew the face of 

the earth. 

As God fashioned the first man out of dust and filled 
him with His Spirit, in the Pentecost Gospel we see the 
New Adam become a life-giving Spirit, breathing new 

life into the Apostles.   
Like a river of living water, for all ages He will pour out 
His Spirit on His body, the Church, as we hear in the 

Pentecost Epistle. 

 
We receive that Spirit in the sacraments, being made a 
“new creation” in Baptism. Drinking of the one Spirit in 

the Eucharist, we are the first fruits of a new humanity - 
fashioned from out of every  

nation under heaven, with no distinctions of wealth or 

language or race, a people born of the Spirit. 
 

Dr Scott Hahn 

P E N T E C O S T !  
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A P O S T L E S   I N   A C T I O N  

Did you know that 7 of history’s 
most brilliant scientists were 

Catholic? Collectively they made 
more contributions to knowledge 
about our universe than any one 

entity in history. 
 Louis Pasteur  ~  inventor 

of pasteurisation 
 Gregor Mendel  ~  father of 

genetics 
 St Giuseppe Moscati  ~   
         pioneer in treating diabetes     
         with insulin 
 Louis de Breglie  ~  Nobel 

prize winner in Quantum  
          Mechanics 
 Fr Georges Lemaitre  ~   
          father of the big bang          
          theory 
 Jerome Lejeune  ~           

discovered the cause of 
Down Syndrome 

 Galileo Galilei  ~  father of 
modern astronomy 

 
Source : Churchpop.com 

C A T H O L I C  
T R I V I A  



GOD USES OUR DOWN TIMES 
TO BUILD US UP! 

Palm Sunday’s blessing 

of the palms took place in 

the  Garden of  

Remembrance. 

“Lazarus, come out!’  

Thanks to creative mothers, 

our littlies show what fun 

they have at Sunday School! 

We welcomed the Season of Lent with a successful  

and social Fish & Chip / pancake evening   

Our Youth Group took 

off this year and have 

had a number of  

Successful,  

informative and  

laughter-filled  

gatherings.  

The group is currently 

about 10 strong and 

looking forward to  

adding to their  

numbers.  

The Sacraments of Baptism 

and Confirmation were 

celebrated on Holy  

Saturday as 5 gentlemen 

joined our wonderful Faith. 

Congratulations to all! 

W E  C E L E B R A T E  I N  M A N Y  D I F F E R E N T  W A Y S !  



 Smile for the birdie!  Bishop Frank, Fr Johan, Theresa 

Moore (Catechist) and 12 young adults (5 parishioners & 7 

from other parishes in George) pose for the camera after 

Confirmation Mass on Sunday 14 May.   

Some minds are like concrete—
thoroughly mixed up  
and permanently set! 

Everyone should know and experience God 
through his revelation of himself among us in 
the Sacred Scriptures (Jn 6:68).   
 
We gather to be with God in his written Word 
to us.  We start with a prayer, thanking God 
for his provision and loving presence with us 
and we ask Holy Spirit to guide us to a true 
understanding of the Word of the Father 
through Jesus, the mystery of Christ within 
us, our hope of glory (Col 1:27).   
 
We choose a book of the Bible or a theme 
and read the text together.  We then try to  
understand the text by cross-referencing 
other texts of scripture that help to give us 
insights of what we are studying.   
We first aim at understanding the text within 
the time and context in which it was written 
and then consider what God is saying to us 
today.  True understanding is not just about 
being able to quote Scripture but about  
knowing the living Word, and being empow-
ered to live by the word of God today.  
We enjoy some lively and challenging de-
bates in this process.  Father ends the  
meeting with a word of encouragement and a 
blessing.  It is a very well spent hour and a 
half – a highlight for all who attend. 
 
All are invited to attend – no special qualifica-
tions are required for, after all, Peter, James, 
John etc were fishermen and the like. 
 

Gerald Armstrong 

B I B L E  S T U D Y  

Thelma, who lives in Lawaaikamp with 
her husband and son, joined the Parish 
team on 18 July 2001.  For the past  15 
years she has, as funds allow,   been 
building a house for her family, never 
asking for assistance from the Parish. 
But that all changed when Fr Johan 
started a ‘let’s-get-Thelma’s-house-
finished-by Christmas’ campaign!   
Now thanks to the generosity of our  
parishioners, she has been able to make 
rapid progress in making her dream a 
reality.  As you read this, the roof should 
be in place and will be followed by the 
insertion of the window and doors with 
electrics and plastering to follow. 
Thelma is overwhelmed at the kindness 
shown her. 

T H E L M A ’ S  H O U S E  

In 1997, Linda Searle 
was offered the  

position of Parish  
Secretary and took her 
place in the office on  

1 March. 
For 20 years she has 
overseen the day to 
day running of the  

Parish, taking queries, 
opening the church, 
ordering necessities, 
arranging flowers, en-
suring an informative 
bulletin is available 

each weekend, dealing 
with the many who pass through her door and so much 

more. 
We thank her for her hours of dedication and love for 

our wonderful Parish. 

2 0  Y E A R S  S E R V I C E  



Address:  116 Meade Street, George 

Postal:      P O Box 9050, George, 6530 

Phone: 044 873 2626                            Fax: 044 874 3964 

E-mail:     admin@peterandpaul.co.za 

https://facebook.com/catholicchurchgeorge 

Parish Pastoral Council 

Parish Priest:  Fr Johan Strydom 

Chairperson:  Heidi Oates 

Parish Secretary:  Linda Searle 

Jan Oudejans, Bernice Cullinan, Valda Rothman, 

Joan van Rensburg, Bernard Wurdeman,  

Donee Taylor, Sandy Page and Mike Barkley  

MASS TIMES 
Tues, Wed, Fri  ~ 09h30 

Thursday ~ 17h30 
Saturday  ~ 17H30 
Sunday    ~  09h30 
 
 

PEACE STARTS WITH A SMILE! 

As the soul is the life of the body, so the Holy Spirit is the 
life of our souls  --    St Peter Damian  

Then David decided he must have a god: it might help.  
But which God should he choose?  It was  
important to find the right one.  If only he had  
listened more carefully to what the men had talked  
about in the camp?... 
 
… What gods did he know of?  The one the Jews had 
made so many demands in return for his help.   
And what had David to give?  Nothing!  … 
…The God of the Catholics seemed to leave things to a 
woman called Mary.  Not that David had anything against 
women, but as he knew so little about them it might be 
better to choose one who looked after things himself. … 
 
… David dug into his memory: when he thought hard he 
could recall many of the things Johannes had said.  Was 
not there something about a god, too, in that story about 
David?  Something with a rather difficult word… 
 
.. Suddenly it came back to him.  That other David had 
said of his God, “He maketh me to lie down in green  
pastures, He leadeth me beside the still waters.” 
 
He was the one he would choose! … 
…”God of the green pastures and the still waters, I am 
David and I choose you as my God! … I pray you will 
help me so that they won’t catch me again.  Then  
perhaps I can gradually find out about you so that I can 
do something in return. … I am David. Amen.” 
 

Extract from I am David by Anne Holm  

D A V I D  C H O O S E S  A  G O D  

W H O  S A I D  
N U N S  A R E  

B O R I N G !  

Think that nuns cannot rock n roll?  Then 
you have never met Sister Monica and 

Siervas.  When a group of nuns in a 

convent in Lima, Peru, discovered that 
many of them could play musical instru-

ments, they decided to form a band..   
Yes, a band of nuns — from the  

drummer to base player to the lead gui-
tarist to the singer.  They have even 

been invited to play for Pope  
Francis. 

The Spirit is certainly moving in them! 
Check them out on youtube 

Only the Holy Spirit, the 
spirit of the Lord, can 

transform us. 
Joseph Prince—clergyman 


