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A Christmas Legend
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There’s a beautiful legend that’s never been told —
It may have been known to the Wise Men of old —
How three little children came early at dawn,
With hearts that were sad to where Jesus was born.
One could not see, one was too lame to play;
While the other, a mute not a word could he say.
Yet, led by His Star, they came there to peep
At the little Lord Jesus with eyes closed in sleep.
But how could the Christ Child, so lovely and fair,
Not waken and smile when He heard their glad prayer,
Of hope at His coming, of faith in His birth,
Of praise at His bringing God’s peace to the earth!
And, then, a the light softly came through the door,
The lad that was lame stood upright once more.
The boy that was mute started sweetly to sing —
While the child that was blind looked with joy on the King!
Author unknown

Santa Claus belongs to childhood;
St. Nicholas models for all of life.
Santa Claus, as we know him, developed to boost Christmas sales—the commercial Christmas message;
St. Nicholas told the story of Christ and peace, goodwill toward all—the hope-filled Christmas message.
Santa Claus encourages consumption;
St. Nicholas encourages compassion.
Santa Claus appears each year to be seen and heard for a short time;
St. Nicholas is part of the communion of saints, surrounding us always with prayer and example.
Santa Claus flies through the air—from the North Pole;
St. Nicholas walked the earth—caring for those in need.
Santa Claus, for some, replaces the Babe of Bethlehem;
St. Nicholas, for all, points to the Babe of Bethlehem.
Santa Claus isn't bad;
St. Nicholas is just better.

Rosenthal & C. Myers

(Source: St Nicholas Centre —- stnicholascentre.org)
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This was a year of giving instead of receiving
when it came to Mothers’ Day, Fathers’ Day
and Grandparents’ Day. Family Life asked
mothers to donate toiletries, fathers to
donate non-perishable foods and
grandparents to donate colouring books and
crayons.
Ss Peter & Paul are known for their
generosity and Family Life were more than
thrilled with the response.
The goodies collected were carefully sorted
and delivered by Helen, her children and Sally
to:

Thuthuzela Rape Care Centre at the
George Hospital

Phambuli Centre for battered women in
Rosemore

Bethesda also in Rosemore where they
focused the children’s ward
Helen says the recipients were delighted and
gratefully accepted all our offerings. She feels
that many of our Parishioners may often feel
the desire to give but do not know where or
what to do. This wonderful gesture gave us all
an opportunity to show mercy to others.
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Angelique Vezansie and Jimmy Setagane
from Thuthuzela with Helen.

Tamryn meeting pilgrims from around the world (above)
and the Oudtshoorn group (left) with Bishop Frank after
their commissioning Mass before their departure to Cape
Town International.

World Youth Day 2016 took place in Krakow,
Poland and our own Tamryn was amongst the
pilgrims who travelled from the Diocese of
Oudtshoorn.
Tamryn soaked up all the history, lapped up the
abundance of Catholicism, grew as a Christian and a
young adult and enriched her faith. It is an
experience she will never forget and hopes others
from our Parish may enjoy a life-changing trip to
WYD in the future.
Many thanks to everyone for their support and
prayers which enabled her make this pilgrimage.

Sally Schloesser — Rest in Peace

Bishop Frank
officiated over the
closing of the Holy
Door of Mercy but
as Father Johan
said:
“Extraordinary Holy
Year Holy Door
closed and all
enclosed in Merciful
Love. The ordinary
holy door of Mercy
always open until
end of time. “
And on the social front, a number of Parishioners
enjoyed a Travelling Supper!. Once again this
was a successful evening with good company, delicious food and
much laughter. Thanks to all for their preparations and to those
who travelled along.
St Vincent de Paul
members hold numerous Christmas
parties every year.
May God continue
to bless them in the
amazing work they
do. Truly merciful
like the Father!

The maintenance crew who gave our 175
year old lady a new coat (of paint!)

Catholic Womens’ League
celebrated 50 years of
active service in our Parish.
May these wonderful ladies
continue to be blessed in
the work they do within and
beyond our Parish.
Fight truth decay —- study the Bible daily!
Father Johan celebrated 35 years in the Priesthood. Father was
ordained on 28 November 1981 by Archibishop George Daniel in
the Sacred Heart Cathedral in Pretoria. Congratulations Father
Johan, may you be blessed with many more happy years and we
pray that a large portion of those will be with us! Deo Gratias!
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MASS TIMES
Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday ~ 09h30
Thursday ~ 17h30
Saturday ~ 17H30
Sunday ~ 09h30
IN THE DARK? —- FOLLOW THE SON!

Tomatoes
A teacher once tasked her students
with this exercise:
Each had to bring a plastic bag of tomatoes to school. Each tomato was to
be given the name of a person whom
the child hated. The number of tomatoes they
brought would be equal to the number of people they
hated.
On the predetermined day the children brought their
tomatoes to school. Some had 2 or 3; other had 5
while some even had up to 20.
The children were instructed to carry the tomatoes in
their plastic bag for 2 weeks. Wherever they went,
their tomatoes would be with them.
Within a few days the children began to complain
about the decaying smell of the tomatoes. Those with
many complained about the extra weight they had to
carry. After just one week no-one was happy.
The teacher explained: “This is very similar to what
you carry in your heart when you don’t like some people. Hatred makes the heart unhealthy and you carry
that hatred everywhere. If you cannot bear the smell
of rotten tomatoes for a week, imagine the impact of
bitterness on your heart as you carry it every day.”
Our hearts are beautiful gardens that need regular
clearing of unwanted weeds. Let us forgive those who
have angered us and make room for storing good
things.
Get better, not bitter!

May you have the gift of FAITH, the blessing of HOPE
and the PEACE of His love

